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East Contra Costa Fire Protection District Receives $24,000 Funding From Special 
District COVID-19 Relief Fund 

 
The East Contra Costa Fire Protection District announced it has received $24,000 in funding, which it plans to 
use to continue answering the call with the additional cost that Covid-19 has brought upon us all. The 
funding is made available from a $100 million allocation provided by the State Legislature and Governor 
Gavin Newsom in the 2021-2022 State Budget.  

“Covid-19 has impacted us all and your Fire District is not immune.  The additional cost in answering the calls 
for service has been significant,” said Brian Helmick, Fire Chief. “We’re extremely grateful for this support.” 

This funding arrives after special districts across California experienced budget and staff cuts necessitated as 
a result of the COVID pandemic. Throughout 2020 and 2021, California’s special districts provided essential 
services to their local communities, maintained a large portion of the state’s critical infrastructure, and 
employed thousands of front-line workers, but initially received none of the COVID relief funding available 
to cities and counties.  

“Special districts are addressing our biggest statewide challenges, all at the local level,” said Neil McCormick, 
CEO of the California Special Districts Association (CSDA). We applaud Governor Newsom and our 
Legislature for recognizing this and responding to our requests for partnership.  Special districts make a 
difference throughout California and this funding will make a difference in the communities special districts 
serve.” 
  
Statewide, more than 2,000 independent special districts across the state serve the needs of all 40 million 
Californians at some level, and more than 60 percent of these local agencies provide specialized services to a 
disadvantaged community.   
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ABOUT THE EAST CONTRA COSTA FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT:   

The East Contra Costa Fire Protection District (ECCFPD) is a rural-funded fire district that currently operates 
3 fire stations and has a 3-station deficit.    The District protects a population of more than 128,000 across its 
249 square-mile service area. ECCFPD provides firefighting personnel, emergency medical services (basic 
life support) and fire prevention to the residents and businesses of the cities of Brentwood and Oakley, and 
unincorporated communities of Discovery Bay, Bethel Island, Knightsen, Byron, Marsh Creek, and Morgan 
Territory.  Learn more at www.eccfpd.org or social media via Facebook (East Contra Costa Fire Protection 
District), Instagram(@east_contra_costa_fire), Twitter (@ECCFPD ) or our YouTube channel (East Contra 
Costa Fire Protection District). ###  

About CSDA: The California Special Districts Association is a 501c(6), not-for-profit association representing 
more than 2,000  independent special districts that provide water, sanitation, fire protection, park and 
recreation, healthcare, electricity, port and harbor, resource conservation, library, cemetery,  and other 
specialized community services throughout California.  
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