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Transparency Certificate of Excellence Awarded to East Contra Costa Fire 
Protection District 
 
Brentwood, CA — East Contra Costa Fire Protection District received the District Transparency 
Certificate of Excellence by the Special District Leadership Foundation (SDLF) in recognition of 
its outstanding efforts to promote transparency and good governance.     
 
“This award is a testament to East Contra Costa Fire Protection District’s commitment to open 
government,” said, Fire Chief Brian Helmick. “The entire district staff is to be commended for their 
contributions that empower the public with information and facilitate engagement and oversight.” 
To receive the award, a special district must demonstrate the completion of essential governance 
transparency requirements, including conducting ethics training for all board members, properly 
conducting open and public meetings, and filing financial transactions and compensation reports 
to the State Controller in a timely manner.  
 
“I am ecstatic to hear that we have worked through the process, to acquire this certificate of 
excellence,” said, President Brian Oftedal.  “It is extremely important to me, that we are 
accessible, promote transparency and maintain public trust.”  The application process to obtain 
this certificate is not easy. There is an extensive list of requirements.  “I am thrilled that we 
are now able to showcase East Contra Costa Fire Protection District’s commitment to 
transparency.”  
 
SDLF is an independent, non-profit organization formed to promote good governance and best 
practices among California’s special districts through certification, accreditation, and other 
recognition programs.  
 
Special districts are independent public agencies that deliver core local services to communities, 
such as water, wastewater treatment, fire protection, parks and recreation, healthcare, sanitation, 



 

 

mosquito abatement, ports, libraries, public cemeteries and more.  Districts are established by 
voters and their funding is approved by voters to meet specific needs through focused service.  
They can be specially molded to serve large regions or small neighborhoods depending on the 
need. 
 
ABOUT THE EAST CONTRA COSTA FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT:  The East Contra Costa 
Fire Protection District is a rural-funded fire district that protects a population of more than 120,000 
across its 249 square-mile service area. The District provides firefighting personnel, emergency 
medical services (basic life support) and fire prevention to the residents and businesses of the cities 
of Brentwood and Oakley as well as the unincorporated communities of Discovery Bay, Bethel 
Island, Knightsen, Byron, Marsh Creek, and Morgan Territory.  Learn more at www.eccfpd.org or 
social media via Facebook (East Contra Costa Fire Protection District),, Instagram 
(@east_contra_costa_fire), Twitter (@ECCFPD ) or our YouTube channel (East Contra Costa Fire 
Protection District). 
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